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Parsonally Speaking  

Dear Beloved Church, 

I am excited to share my experience with you 
after attending the Northwest Leadership Institute 
which took place in Boise, Idaho on March 13 – 15. 
This event gathered clergy, laity, podcast fans of ‘The 
Liturgists,’ and many residents of Boise to learn how 
to become better followers of Jesus in a complicated 
world. Our keynote speakers for the event were Mi-
chael Gungor of Christian praise music fame, and his 
good friend ‘Science Mike’ McHargue. Both of these 
young men have gained many fans through their popu-
lar podcast, ‘The Liturgists,’ where they explore faith, 
science, and doubt. Their story was like a punch in the 
gut because so many young people in their twenties, 
thirties, and forties struggle with the same issues. I 
took copious amounts of notes as they spoke to us and 
here are some of the highlights: 

 Michael Gungor grew up a pastor’s kid and was 
active in the church since adolescence and young 
adulthood. At twenty years old he became an associate 
pastor and was in charge of a staff of people for the 
church’s praise and worship. He and his wife, Lisa 
Gungor, formed the band ‘Gungor’ and made a great 
impact in 2010 with the song, “Beautiful Things” and 
subsequently received Grammy nominations for the 
categories of Best Rock or Rap Gospel Album and 
Best Gospel Song. Michael shared that for a time he 
planted a church in Denver, CO and served as the pas-
tor there. During this time, he began having doubts 
about his faith and fractured the church—ultimately 
leading to him and his wife leaving the church. Mi-
chael continues searching for answers to the questions 
of doubt he has and explores these areas in his pod-
cast. As a young married man in his late thirties, he 
characterizes a generation of many young people who 
have become disillusioned with the church. He offered 
us, the leaders of churches, what he would want if he 
went to a new church: 

1. The belief that God loves every person without 
restriction 

2. .2. A church that adapts to the changing world. 
3. Liturgy that engages the whole-body including 

feelings of love, peace, grief, and even discusses 
sensuality and sexuality (although he admits he is 
unsure of how it would be done). 

4. Church that cares for the oppressed, the earth, 
celebrates doubt, loves family, kids, neighbors, and 
enemies. 

5. Open to grace 
6. Follows God’s  aill above everything else. 

7. Our next keynote speaker is affectionately known as 
“Science Mike” (Mike McHargue) who also shared 
his faith journey from Southern Baptist to atheist 
and eventually to United Methodist. His faith story 
began early in his life when his family broke apart 
due to his father, a music minister at their church, 
having an extramarital affair and leaving his mother. 
After this traumatic event Mike lived as an atheist 
and rejected any notion of God until he had a mysti-
cal experience of God. He shared how he was on a 
beach in the evening when Jesus appeared to him 
as a bright and shimmering light. After the shock 
and awe of this experience faded, his response to 
this inexplicable encounter was that he hoped he 
had a brain tumor. He got his brain scanned and to 
his dismay the scans showed no signs of a tumor or 
cancer, his experience was not explainable by sci-
ence. This experience brought him back to the 
Southern Baptist church, but he continued to share 
his doubts about faith while serving in leadership 
roles at his church. When his questions of doubt 
grew louder the church asked him to step down 
from his roles and was given the option ‘repent or 
take off.’ He has since found a faith home in the 
United Methodist Church and provided us his views 
on the qualities he sees in a successful church: 

1. A church that leads the charge on inclusion – Jesus 

was more expansive; God is not just for the Jews 

but for everyone. 

2. Church should be communal and not programmatic. 

3. Provide great red wine. 

4. A church that has Sunday worship at a beach some-

times instead of only in the walls of the church. (His 

daughter was baptized in the Gulf of Mexico during 

a Sunday church service at the beach.) 

5. Church welcomes lonely people, loves them uncon-

ditionally and invites people as they are. 

In listening to these two people I see why so many are 

no longer attending churches. My hope is we can 

listen well to the concerns people have regarding 

their painful church experiences and offer the love 

of Christ to them. It is always good to question our 

faith and to lean into the difficulties we encounter 

and seek answers to the doubts we have. In doing 

so our faith is tested and we can grow as Christians 

seeking the will of God. There is truth to the saying, 

“No pain, no gain!”  
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Healing from ill-
ness 
Ada Honda 
Joanne Ferris 
Webb family 
Chris Newton 
Eric Hirata 
Ayako Tanaka 
Marie Magenta 
 

Nursing homes 
 
 

Healing at home 

Connie Seikijima 

Know anybody in need 
of prayer? 

Please let Pastor John 
Ada , or Ayako know 

Church: 535-2687 

Ada:  448-5628 

Ayako Tanaka 228-0271 

April 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 March 28,29,30 Senbei making 

 April 27  Sukiyaki 

There will be a mandatory meeting for 
those who are interested in going to 
Minidoka with the Hifumi En Society.  The 
meeting will be held on March 31st after 
church.  Any questions please call Joanne 
Ferris or email her at ferris55@comcast.net 

 

May 

2 Duane Beck 

21 Anne Miller 

29 Jason Miller 

May 

4 Linda Jackson 

6 Jordyn McFarland 

9 Jennifer Stone 

12 Serena Walker 

13 Anita Murphy 

14 David Utley 

16 Sarah Kessinger 

17 Bill Stephenson 

17 Jordan Gazaway 

26 Marsha Beck 

30 Jim Kawabata 

31 Margie Miyoshi 

Sunday School fund raiser 

Hanging flower baskets will 
be for sale.  A special discount 
for Highland Park UMC mem-
bers. 

Hanging basket  $30 

HPUMC members $20 

See Patty, Marcie or Charina  

Call 413-3311 to order 
(before 4/7) or forms at church   
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Thank you from Marsha Beck : 

Thanks to the following people who helped for the 
reception at the “Injustice at Home” reception : 

Ayako Tanaka for donating and making the goo for 
inarizushi. 

Mary Ando, Dorothy Hashimoto, Susan Iwata and 
Ayako Tanaka who conated cookies. 

Phyllis Hathaway donated strawberry mocha 

Dorothy Hashimoto donated mocha rice crunchies 

The following church members who helped, Mary 
Ando, Marsha Beck, Joanne Ferris, Dorothy Hashimo-
to, Phyllis Hathaway, Lily Hirata, Susan Iwata, Jason 
Miller, Margie Miyoshi, Alice Tanaka, Ayako Tanaka 
and Lynn Dwyer. 

Masha Beck alsodonated carrots, sesame seeds and 
cookies.. 

Ed note:  The reception was cancelled on the origi-
nal date because of the snow and scheduled for a week 
later.  These people came together at the last minute to 
make it happen.  Thanks to Marsha and crew. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Thank you 
for your friendship, advice, and laughter over 
these years.  I am grateful! 

The board of ordained ministry has recom-
mended me for ordination as an elder in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church come this June at our Pacif-
ic Northwest Annual Conference! 

I am literally jumping for joy with Katy and 
Paul. 

I am especially grateful for Highland Park 
United Methodist Church—the amazing congre-
gation I have been blessed to serve as pastor.  
Their faithfulness to God, their love, giftedness, 
sassiness, hard-working (SO hard-working) nature 
has shaped me to become a better pastor and lead-
er.  We will keep on doing God’s work! 

Thank you mom, dad, and Chris for all the 
family conversations and support! 

God is so good! 

Congratulations, Pastor John!!! 

 

 

        Sunrise Service 

            6:30 am  

       April 21, 2019 

     Breakfast at Frankie 

       Doodles after        
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PLEDGES/GENERAL 
OFFERINGS  1/1-3/10, 2019 

Ando, Care 
Ando, Mary 
Barker, Mary 
Beck, Duane & Marsha 
Bott, Vern & Kathy 
Brower, Maiko 
Chen, Nancy 
Clevenger, David & Hiroko 
Cooper, Pat 
Corneil, Mike & Lisel 
Daly, Michiko & Joseph 
Deeley, Minako & Michael &Hiro 
Dwyer, Juan Juan 
Dow, Kevin & Elaine 
Ferris, Joanne 
Fukai, Pam 
Fjeld, Linda 
Furumasu, Chuck & Amy 
Hashimoto, Dorothy 
Hirata, Lili 
Honda, Ada 
Honda, Karla 
Kessinger, Paul & Charina 
Grendahl, Dave & Linda 
Laboriante, Felix & Aileen 
Laquindanum, Marcie & Erwin 
Luther, Norm & Rosalin 
Magenta, Marie & Kurt Weigel 
McDowell, Wayne & Marilyn 
Marinos family 
Miller, Jason & Ann 
Minata,  Aiko 
Miyoshi, Margie 
Munk, Diana 
Murphy, Anita & David 
Ono, Tsuyoshi & Masako 
Okamoto, Elaine 
Okamoto, Sumi. 
Rogers, James & Georgette 
Snowden, Sydnee 
Suemori, Emi 
Tanaka, Ayako 
Tanaka, Alice 

Tanaka, Jeanne 
Tanaka, Harvo 
Tanaka, Mikel 
Tetsuka, Charlotte 
Wang,  John Mark 
Walker, Motoko 
Webb, Lillian & Tina 
Yamada, Jeanne 
Yamamoto,  Kaz 
Yonago, Hida 
Anonymous  
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 
In memory of Tom Ferris:  Mary 
Barker, Joanne Ferris, Chuck and 
Amy Furumasu,, Ada Honda,Aiko 
Minata, Ayako Tanaka, Thelma 
Yasuhara, Hida Yonago, Marinos 
family, Kazuye Yamamoto, Mi-
chael & Amanda Upton,  Jeffrey 
& Chris Yada 
 
In Memory of Yaeko &  Keith 
Sanders: Bill Stephenson,  
 
Maintenance Donation:  Char-
lotte Tetsuka,  
 
In Memory of  Mas & Miyo Aki-
yama: Steve & Laura Yoshihara 
 
In Memory of Seiko & Ed 
Edamatsu:  Patricia Cooper, Pam 
& Dan Schierman 
 
In memory of Sam Tanaka & 
Tom Barker: Ayako Tanaka & 
Mary Barker for kitchen fan 
 
In memory of Ken Miyoshi:  
Margie Miyoshi 
 
In memory of Louise Uyeda:  
Ayako Tanaka ,  
 
In memory of Keith & Rinako 
Teranishi:  Irving & Pat Te-
rinishi 
 
 In memory of Lloyd Yonago: 
Hida Yonago 
 
In memory of  Tomeo Mukai (13 
yrs): Gwen & David Utley 

Giving Campaign 
 

Alice Tanaka to endowment 
Phillip and Nancy Yonemitsu 

Donation for Tayori:  Wil-
liam and Frances Mori 

Thank you donation:  Robin 
and KimberlyStewart 

Building use donation:  
JACL, Juan Dwyer 

Donation for toban:  Kazue 
Yamamoto 

 

For Sukiyaki dinner 

In desperate need of help 

Please call  

Marsha Beck 467-7971 

or Margie Miyoshi  466-5682               
to help 

Easter Egg Hunt 
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Luke 5:31  I’m here inviting outsiders –not insid-
ers-an invitation to a changed life, changed inside and 
out. 


